
PORTS OF IMPORT: EUROPEAN 
SEAPORTS MAKING WAVES

The 2nd Annual Port Infrastructure Development conference 
which is dedicated to strategy, design, construction, 
engineering and asset management. For more information 
and to book your place now, simply contact us at 
+44 (0) 20 7036 1300 or email us on enquire@iqpc.co.uk.

PORT OF LIMASSOL
Location: Mediterranean Sea, Cyprus 

Coordinates: 34º 40' 0' N 33º 1' 59' E

Year founded: 1974

Harbour size: 100 hectares

Traffic: 4.6 million tonnes (2015)

PORT OF ANTWERP
Location: North Sea, Belgium

Coordinates: 51º 12' 8' N 4º 22' 58' E

Year founded: c. 1100 AD

Harbour size: 12,068 hectares

Traffic: 199 million tonnes (2014)

PORT OF GDAŃSK
Location: Baltic Sea, Poland

Coordinates: 54º 23' 57' N 18º 40' 3' E

Year founded: c. 1100

Harbour size: 413 hectares

Traffic: 35.9 million tonnes 

(2015)

PORT OF GENOA
Location: Mediterranean Sea, Italy

Coordinates: 44º 24' 52' N 8º 54' 54' E

Year founded: c. 1000 AD

Harbour size: 500 hectares

Traffic: 51.3 million tonnes 

(2015)

DUBLIN PORT
Location: Irish Sea, Eire 

Coordinates: 53º 20' 36' N -6º -13' -35' W

Year founded: c. 800 AD

Harbour size: 256 hectares

Traffic: 28 million tonnes (2014)

CORK
Location: Celtic Sea, Eire

Coordinates: 51º 53' 60' N -8º -24' 0' W

Year founded: 1814

Harbour size: Small

Traffic: 11 million tonnes (2015)

PORT OF A CORUÑA
Location: Atlantic Ocean, Spain

Coordinates: 43º 22’ 0’ N 8 º 24’ 0 W

Year founded: c. 200 AD

Harbour size: 280 hectares

Traffic: 12 million tonnes (2015)

BELFAST HARBOUR
Location: Northern Ireland, United Kingdom, Irish Sea

Coordinates: 54º 36' 53' N -5º -54' -32' W

Year founded: 1613

Harbour size: 346 hectares

Traffic: 23 million tonnes (2014)

For more information 
on each port, click the

Some 25 hectares of Belfast Lough are to be 
reclaimed to expand the landward side of 
Belfast Harbour. Six million tonnes of infill 
rock will be needed for the reclamation work 
to the seaward end of Victoria Terminal Four. 
To be completed in 2017, this expansion and 
enhancement of the port’s handling capacity 
aims to aid the local economy for the coming 
two to three decades.

The development is phase one of the Dublin 
Port Company’s masterplan to more than 
double its throughput from about 29 million 
tonnes in 2013 to 60million tonnes in 2040. 
Almost half of the Port’s berths will be 
lengthened and deepened, with the ten 
kilometer Liffey Channel from Dublin Bay to 
the East Link Bridge being dredged to a 
depth of -10 metres. The development plan 
will cost an estimated €200 million.

The Ringaskiddy Port Redevelopment project 
is set be operational in 2018 and allows larger 
vessels to access the harbour. The project 
includes the construction of a new 314 metre 
container berth, an additional 200 metre 
container berth at Ringaskiddy East and a 182 
metre extension to the existing deep-water 
berth at Ringaskiddy West. Other 
infrastructure upgrades will include the 
installation of handling cranes, administration 
and maintenance buildings, entrance cabins 
and parking facilities. The whole project is 
slated to cost €100 million.

On the Galician coast in North Western Spain, 
the 178 hectare port area will be extended to 
250 hectares for the development of new 
business capacity.

The Port’s Master Plan  is aimed at expanding 
the capacity of the port to accept the next 
generation of mega-cargo ship of up to 
24,000 TEUs. This includes land reclamation 
of the Sampierdarena basin and the 
construction of a new entrance to the west, a 
new breakwater, and the construction of a 
new rail connection. The total cost of this 
development project will be €2 billion.

The port is set for the 500-metre extension of 
its western basin quay as part of a €60 million 
expansion project. The quay will be increased 
to 1,270 metres helping to accommodate 
larger vessels. The first phase of the project 
involved the deepening of the port’s western 
basin to 16 metres, and its navigation channel 
to 17 metres. A new 6,800 square metre 
passenger terminal is underway.

The expansion and modernisation of facilities 
to create modern hubs for container, bulk and 
petrochemical products will cost an estimated 
$1.6 billion. Work will include the dredging of 
additional gateway on the left bank of the 
shipping way, the construction of logistics 
parks within the port and the building of new 
rail tunnel connecting the left and right bank.

January 2016 saw the inauguration of the 
intermodal container port expansion at the 
port which involved the enlargement of the 
storage area, enhancement of the traffic 
system and parking zones and improvement 
of the water and sewage management 
system.

Modernisation increased annual throughput 
capacity to 100,000 TEU with the 
construction of a storage yard covering over 
2.5 hectares.
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